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Castile, would have had little difficulty in mastering the weak
and docile John.

Magnificent in an age of magnificence, Don Alvaro de Luna
made display at once his pleasure and his business. The mere
enumeration of his titles, as he grew in power and dignity, would
fill a page of this history. As Constable of the Kingdom and
Grand Master of Santiago, he would already have been the first
man in Spain, yet he did not disdain the minor honours of the
Dukedom of Truxillo, the Counties of Gormaz, San Esteban and
Ledesma, and the lordships of no less than seventy towns or
castles.

His brother was made Archbishop of Toledo and Primate
of all Spain. His daughter was married to Inigo Lopez de
Mendoza, second Duke of Infantado, of the bluest blood in
Castile. His retinue was more magnificent than that of the
king. His revenues exceeded those of the kingdom. Vet if
he was permitted for well-nigh forty years to rule the king and
the kingdom of Castile, it does not follow that John H. who
obeyed so masterful a favourite, was either a fool or a simpleton.
The king, indeed, was at once unwarlike and weak. And these
were just the qualities which contemporary Castilians neither
understood nor endured in their sovereigns.

Alfonso X., who was one of the greatest intellects of the
thirteenth century, was despised by his subjects for his peaceful
policy ; and it was not likely that John, who lived in still more
troubled times, under the shadow of a masterful regent, and
who showed his intelligence chiefly by dabbling in poetry and
patronising university professors, should have commanded the
respect of his subjects, or even of their patriotic posterity. John,
indeed, never had what may be called a fair chance as king.
The ocean of political intrigue was deep and stormy from the
very day when the loss of his uncle left the ship of State,
already labouring in the growing tempest, to his feeble and
uncertain command. For ere he had enjoyed his nominal in-
dependence for twelve months, his cousin and brother-in-law,
Henry, Infante of Aragon, surprised him (July, 1420), at Torde-
sillas, possessed himself, apparently without let or hindrance, of
his royal person, and kept him a close prisoner in his own palace
until he had been brought to consent to the marriage of this
princely adventurer with his sister, the Infanta Katharine of
Castile.

The insolence of the successful adventurer, the pusillanimity
of the king, the indifference of Alvaro de Luna, are equally
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